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Learning at Home - Indoor Days 
Parents, we want to empower you to embrace a more meaningful role in your child’s education.  It won’t 
be more difficult or more time-consuming; it will be more meaningful.    As the days shorten and the 
temperature drops, consider ways you can stimulate your child:   

● unstructured play 
● following the interest of your child 
● outdoor time 
● reading, writing, and math fact practice daily 
● provocations 

 

 

Provocation - what is it? 
A ‘provocation’ is simply something that provokes a learning process. Provocations can invite thoughts, 
discussions, questions, interests, creativity and ideas. They can also expand on a thought, project, idea 
and interest. 
 
Provocations can come in many forms: 

• An interesting photo, picture or book, 
• Nature (e.g. specimens) 
• Conceptual (e.g. changing seasons, light) 
• Old materials displayed in a new way, 
• An interest that a child or children have, 
• An object (e.g. magnets, maps) 
• New creative mediums, 
• Questions (from any source – i.e. What is gravity?) 
• An event (e.g. a presentation, a holiday) 

 
Provocations can be as simple as a photo of a rock sculpture next to some pebbles or as elaborate as a 
table with an assortment of recycled materials next to a book on robots and resources to make upcycled 
robots. Often though, provocations are simple and displayed beautifully to provoke interest. 
 
While there are as many ideas as there are moms and dads in our community, here are some teacher-
created provocations for each grade with some reflective questions. 
  



	

	

Provocations - Early Years Children    (ages 3-5) 
 

Provocations Questions to guide Reflection 

Make playdough to explore quantity 
and size 

What is the largest, smallest? Most, least? 

Fall Scavenger Hunt (ie pinecones, 
pumpkins, and wet leaves) 

What is a new texture or shape for you?  How did you 
like the experience? Why? 

Scrapbook Together with Family 
Photos – use some from summer 

What is a family?  What makes our family special? 

Order an age-appropriate magazine 
subscription 

Read together and discuss the seasonal pictures.  
What holidays are in each season? 

Find your favorite happy music and 
dance in the kitchen 

How do you feel after you listen and move to music?  
Why do you think music is so powerful? 

Create patterns using common 
items at home 

Can you create an ABA pattern?  AABB?  ABCABC? 

 



	

	

Provocations - Primary Years Children    (ages 5-8) 
 

Provocations Questions to guide Reflection 

Go on a Fall Hike What do you see? Smell? Feel? What is changing in 
this season?  

Fall Animals – go to the farm, zoo, 
or on just on your hike 

How are the animals preparing for winter?  What is the 
evidence you can see? 

Use small stones or pebbles to 
create shapes of animals (ie begin 
with a bird) 

How can we use our imagination to “see” animals?  

Bake a cake together Where does each ingredient come from?  What do 
you know about it? 

Using cardboard and found 
materials, create a city 

What did you include in your city?  What are you still 
missing? 

Make a new musical instrument.  
Write a song.  Do a performance. 

What words would you use to describe the sound your 
instrument makes?  How can you make a different 
sound with your instrument? 

Make Words  - Using a set number 
of letter tiles, make as many words 
as you can 

What sounds are in your words?  How did you think of 
more words? 

 
 
 



	

	

Provocations - Intermediate Years Children    (ages 9-11) 
 

Provocations Questions to guide Reflection 

Using your technology at home, 
create a documentary of a family 
ritual or tradition.  Include one 
interview. 

What is the importance of that family ritual? How will 
you show its importance? 

Create a meal for someone in need. Why are some people in need?  How do you think 
that feels? 

Read a book and then create a 
movie screening of the same.  

How did the book draw you into the action?  How did 
the movie?  Discuss the characters.  What do you like 
about them?  Don’t like?  

Create a poster about what makes 
you unique. 

What are your real-life superpowers? How do you 
know?  What makes you feel proud of yourself? 

Go rock-climbing. What is gravity?  How does it impact your climb?  
What would rock-climbing feel like on the moon?  
Why? 

Make a gift for a friend. Who will you choose?  Why?  Why do we give gifts?  
What does it feel like to give?  Receive?   

Create an agenda and chair a family 
meeting to address an issue in your 
home. 

What are the principles of fairness that are important 
in living together? 

 
 



	

	

Provocations - Middle Years Children    (ages 12-14) 
 

Provocations Questions to guide Reflection 

Clean a bathroom. What chemicals did you use?  Are they safe?  How do 
you know? 

Read a news article on flipboard and 
discuss with family. 

What is the article lead?  Do you think it is an effective 
lead?  Why or Why not?  What questions do you still 
have about the topic after reading the article?  

Follow the weather predictions on 
the news or an app for a designated 
amount of time? 

What percentage of time are the predictions 
accurate?  Why?  Is your analysis valid?  How do you 
know? 

Go with a parent to do the weekly 
grocery shopping. 

On average, how much money does it take to feed 
each person in your family each week? Each day?  

Find examples of good character in 
books, movies, and the news. 

What character traits do you admire most?  Why?  
Does your social media feed illustrate those character 
traits?  How?  How could it? 

Host a winter sports day in your 
neighbourhood. 

What events will you include?  What are the rules?  
How will you include differing abilities? 

Observe the night sky or a bonfire.  
Record your noticings in a 
sketchbook. 

How did you feel at the end of your time observing?  
What are you curious about?  

Consider the costs of a major 
holiday in your home.  Do an 
analysis of the extra expenses for 
your family.  

Is it worth it?  How do you know? Write a journal entry 
about it. 

Research minimalism.  Research 
consumerism. 

What philosophy do you ascribe to?  What behaviours 
or choices demonstrate your beliefs? 
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